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MANY NOTABLES IN
QUAINT OLD GROUP AT

'MOUNT VERNON TOMB |

Att;r Careful Study of All Sources of Informa-
tion, Including Picture Galleries of White
Housc, Capitol, Librarics, and . Out-of-way
Placcs, Critic Lists Fight That Stand Out As
Works of Art, Including Portraits of Harding,
Buchanan, Rooscvelt, and Jackson.

By VICTOR FLAMBEAU.

_ ANY vigitors in Washington for the limitation of
' armaments conference enjoyed a near view of the
President when they were greeted by de Laszlo’s strik-
ing life-size portrait of Harding, recently shown at a

special exhibition in the Corcoran Gallery. of "Art.
Now the picture has returned. to the White House,
where it will remain at least during the present adminis-

tration.

This seated three-quarter Iengfh is one of the artist’s

best productions.

It shows the President’s serious ex-

pression, with the full face view, the right side being pre-
'sented. The painter feels the high destmy of the Chief

Exocutlve.

Mr. de laszlo, who is properly
Count Philip Alexius Laszlo de Lom-
bos, having been ennobled by hered-
itary title in 1912, is the possessor of
many distinguishing honors from
Austria, France, Italy, Germany,
Portugal, Greece, Belglum, Spaln,
Holland and other countries.

He married in Dublin and lives In
London. Mr. de Laszlo, as he prefers
to be called in democratic America,
has painted many royalties and
members of the nobility, and for the
portrait of His Holiness Pope Leo
XIITI he was awarded a gold medal
at Paris in 1900.

He came to the United States last
spring for only a few weeks, Mr. de
Lasale confesses, but he found the
Americans so hospitable and so ap-
preciative of his work that the visit
lengthened Into months, while he
painted many other motables besideés
the President., ~

There was & charming smaller
portrait of Mrs. Harding, which was
shown in the Corcoran exhibit, and
has now returned to the White
House.

ALSO PAINTED ROOSEVELT.

Mr. de Laszlo expressed his firm
intention of returning to America to
paint other notables, and especially
Thomas A. Edison. In a previous
visit to the United States, about
1907, he painted a three-quarter
length of Roosevelt, seated. The
plcture has the Colonel's alert, grave
look, still with you In his face and
figure, as he sits, in riding costume,
erop in hand, thoughtful but aware,
and ready to spring up at any mo-
ment, & portrait that will be widely
known and treasured in years to
ocome.

But to return to President Hard-
ing. Benides the splendid portrait
medal which the French artist, Mad-
ame Anje Mouroux, executed of him
last summer, by order of the French
government, he has already been
portrayed by two quite up-to-date
American artists, the clever {llus-
trator, Neysa McMein, of magazine
cover fame, and her friend, Mrs.
Bally James Farnham, the sculptor.

While Miss McMeéin was making a
chalk sketch of the President, Mrs.
Farnham was modeling him in
plaster. *‘‘The girls,” as the Presi-
dent designated them when intro-
ducing hias friends, describe their
thrilling experience at the White
House In the “Ladies Home Jour-
nal,"” with an {llustration of results
of their work, very Interesting.

Mrs. Farnham several years ago
made a bust of President Roosevelt,
when she was admitted to a Cabinet
meeting for the purpose. BShe is also
known through celebratéd decora-
tions in the Pan-American building,
in Washington, including the bronxze
frieze, '"‘Balboa."

The John BSinger Sargent por-
trait of President Wilson painted
in 1917 for the Dublin National
Gallery of Ireland, was a $50,000
Red Cross pleture, and went the
rounds of the American art gal-
leries for exhibition before being
sent to Ireland.

COLONEL STRONG FIGURE.

This occasion was not the first
time that Sargent has painted at
the White House, for in 1903 he
made a fine three-quarier length
portrait of Roosevelt, which hangs
at the White House In the corridor
on the entrance floor. The Colonel,
a strgng, aggressive figure, is stand-
ing by the stairway, one hand In
a firm grasp over the knob of the
balustrade. It Is a favorite plcture
with the-artist,

Sargent painted at the same time
a Japaness sketch of the south por-
tico of the White House, just a
pillar or two, splashed over by tha
foliage of & trea. This latter plo-
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rtun he inscribed,

*they said,

“To my kind
hostess, Corinne Roosevelt.”

Downstairs in the corridor of the
White House, open te the publie,
hangs an earlier portrait of
Roosevelt, who is always beautiful.
This is by Theobald Chartran, a
full length of the Lady of the
White House, seated out of doors.
She is wearing a street costume of
the peculiar style of the period.

Another Wilson portrait, quite
grand and idealistic In compoasftion,
shown at the Corcoran gallery dur
ing the summer, was John David-
son's bronze bust., one of twenty-
sgven eminent war heroes pore
trayed by this American pculptor,
who after years of struggie-is now
coming Into well-deserved fame.

And Henry K. Bush-Brown, u
Washington_ sculptor and also fa4-
mous, successfully caught the Wil-
son smile in a bust begun earifer

but only recently completed.
A later picture of Wilson, painted

for the collection of the National
Portrait Gallery of War Heroesa, to
be hung in Washington when 1t re-
turns from a tour of American art
galleries, I1s by Edmund Tarbell, a
well-known American painter and

principal of the Corcoran School of -

Art.
A NOTABLE WILSON HEAD,

In the White. House entrance cor-
rldm; there hangs—along with Roose-

velt and Taft—an excellent portrait
hedd of Woodrow Wilson, pleturing
him in the glow of health, painted
about 1915, by SBeymour Thomas, an
American artist well known in New
York and abroad. Besldes recelving
many medals, Mr. Thomas was
decorated by France with the Legion
of Honor in 1904 and made a cheva-
ler in 1906. He is represented in a
number of American galleries, In-
cluding the Metropolitan, In New
York.

Probably the most striking, how-
ever, of the newer White House
Presidential portraits is the seated
three-quarter-length of Willlam How-
ard Taft, by the great Swedish art-
ist, the late Anders Zorn, painted In
1#11. The judicial attributes of the
future chief justice are clearly pre-
sented In this prophetic picture, of
which Zorn made also an etching, a
signed example of which may be
seen in the print division of the Li-
brary of Congress. Two other splen-
did portraits by Zorn are of David
Jayne Hill, one standing, the other
seated, both of which have been
hung at the Coseoran Gallery.

In the White House one may find
many earlier portraits of Presidents,
some of them pictures of great in-
terest; for example, the full-length
Btuart of George Washington, now
in the Red Room. Tradition has
always affirmed this to be the can-
vas which Deolly Madison preserved
when the British stormed the White
House. She cut it from the frame,
and bhore it away on
horseback to Falrfax county, Va.,
on August 24, 1814,

A different version was that she
sent the picture, frame and all, to
a tavern-keeper in Georgetown for
safekeeping, but that he after a few
days became fearful of the British
and put it out on the sidewalk,
where It was for a time exposed to
inclement weather,

SEEN BY W. W. WN.

The late W. W, Corcoran, founder
of the Corcoran Art Gallery In
Washington, waa at that time a
youth of sixteen, and he remember-
ol having seen this ploture outside,
near the old Crawford Hotel, In
later years, he and the famous Delly
Madison used to laugh together over
the legends that had grown up
about the matter. A member of the
Btuart famiy, who examined the ple-
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ture more recently,
could find no trace
whatever of {its
having been cut
from the frame,
nor even of its hav-
ing been remoyed
from the .stretcher.

Btuart's blograph-
er, George C. Ma-
son, - however, In-
sists that the paint-
er  himself after
ward disclaimed
the White House
full-lemgth of
Washington, and
exclaimed, as he .
looked at it. “It ia -
a miserable ocopy,
made by Winstan-
ley, who has be
trayed me,” the ex-

ed his plcture to
Winstanley, of
Philadelphia, for
shipping, but the
latter had sold the
original in Eng-
land, after substi.
tuting a copy of his
own.

Old ' receipts {in
the Treasury
Department, nevertheless,

witness
the purchase of the White House
full-length of Washington as a
genuine Btuart, bought from the
artist for $800, July 6, 1800.

But there is a curious difference
between the White House full-

length of Washington, and the
duplicate exhibited In our National
Gallery of Art, lent by the Supreme
Court of the District. The latter
plcture is pronouriced by experts to
be an authentic Gilbert Stuart from
the I.An-.lowno. which, as is well
known, was Btuart's second por-
trait of Washington, painted in
1796, and presented by Mr. and
Mrs. Bingham, of Philadelphia, to
the Marquis of Lansdowne.

CARRIED TO ENGLAND.

The original was carried to Eng-
land, but was returned to this
country for the Centennial, after
which it went back to England,
where it was In 1900 in the col-
lection of Lord Rosebery. When
exhibited -in Philadelphia
the picture was accompanied by
an autograph letter of Washington,
dated April 11, 1786, In which the
Father of his Country writes to
Stuart, “I afm under promise to
Mrs. Bingham to sit for vou to-
morrow at 9 o'dlock.”

Stuart rarely signed his pictures,
as he told his daughter that his
‘“‘totem' was on thelr faces.” It
s sald that of his Washington por-
trait head, so frequently repainted
that he called it hia “hundred dol-
lar bill'’ and the family "nest-egg.”
Btuart acknowledged but two orig-
inal Washingtons and twenty-six
ooples,

These Washington portraits have
besan held In such veneration that
famflies possesaing them were un
willlng to part with them, even
when offered §1,500, $2,000, §3,000,
and, of late years §8,000 and even
$10,000,

Ezekial Gilbert, whe dled In 1843,
a member of Congress from Colum-
bia osunty, N. X, asked te have
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In 1878,
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the plcture of
Washington held

before his fading
gaze, “as It was
the last object he
desired to behold
on earth.”

Yet, as Stuart
once replied, when
pressed by pa-
trons writing to
know, after Wash-
ington's death
whether their ple-
tures were paint-
ed from life, If
Washington had
sat for all the ple-
tures of him ex-
tant, he would
have had little
time for affairs

of state, for guiding the nation's
dedtinies.

In the Green Room and the Red
Room at the White House there are
stately portraits of other early Pres-
ldents: John Adams, by G. P. A.
Healy, painted In 1864, and John
Quincy Adams, also by Healy, In
1846, from life, when the artist had
just returned from France on a com-
ission from the King, Louls Phil-
lippe, for a portrait of Andrew Jack-
son, then In falling health,

Healy also painted the White
House “Martin Van Buren,” “John
Tyler!' “Millard Fillmore,” a hand-
some Preaident, and Franklin Plerce,
who was consldered a dandy at
school.

JEFFERSON IN COSTUME,
Hliphalet Fraser Andrews, =

Washington artist and for many
yoars head of the Corocoran Sohoel,
paintsd several Whitsa Houss por-
tralta of Presldents; Thomas Jeffer-
son, a full-langth based on Gllbart
Btuart's Jefferson, the costume, how-
ever, baing made by Daxlen, of New
York, and still in the possession of
the artist's widow, Mre, Marietta
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Minnigerode Andrews, who wstates
that there is a replica of the same
picture at the University of Vir-
ginia, near Jefferson's old home, at
Monticello; . “Andrew Jackson,” a
three-quarter-length of the old gen-
eral in military costume, based ap-
parently on Sully's spirited full-
length “Jackson” in the Corcoran,
Zachary Taylor and Andrew John.
son, besidea a full-length standing
portrait of Garfield, and one of Mar-
tha Washington, a repliea of which
is In the D. A. R. Memorial Con-
tinental Hall.

“"Jamea Buchanan,” a three-quar-
ter-langth standing portrait In the
White House, waa paintad in 1903 by
the late Willlam M. Chase, a osle-
brated Amerioan artist,

In the OGresen Room the famous
standing full length of “Abraham
Linooln,™ by W. Cogswell, ia not
& very matiafactory portralt, lmoking
as It doea, the grandsur associated
with Lineooln. With the soroll of
the Emancipation Proclamation In
hand, like a school-boy with his
diploama, the tall figure of Lincoln
stands posed Dbeslde & chalr on

Presidents port-
raits may be
found. The most
important is, per-
haps, Charles
Willson Peale’s
full-length of
“ Washingten, ‘"
painted about
1799, now In the
Senate Gallery
corridor, & plo-
ture with a past!
For this ‘great
work the artist
recalved only
$360, but In 1892

ingtons™ at Capi-

which rest his topcoat and tall siTk
hat, the scene being apparently the
south portico of the White House,
with the Capitol in the distance.

General CGmant in two White
House portraits is presented by Le
Clear and Hénry Ulke. Of the for-
mer thére is a standing three-quar-
ter length recently aoquired by the
National Gallery of Art, while the
Ulke portrait which was formerly
exhibited thers, a replica of the
White House Ulke, has now been
sold to Ulysses Grant, III, for
$1,000 by Titus Ulke, Esq., & son
of the artist, residing in Washing-
ton. The ploture will go to Ban
Franoisco, where Mr. Grant, who
attalned the rank of General in the
latd war, s now stationed.

AMERICAN PAINTED HAYES,
Daniel Huntington, an American

"antist, painted the “Rutherford B.

Hayes'" portrait In the White
Houme, tha “Chester Alan Arthur,”

and two of Mra, Harrison and
Mra. Haves. Mrs. Tyler was palnted
by F. Anelll

Now )« e it the Nnatlonal
Capito most  unnumbered

tol iInclude two
or more BStuarts
the Brumlidl celling portrait, which
recently fell in the President's
Room, the large John Trumbull ean-
vas, In the Rotunda, “Washington
Resigning His Commission at An-
napolis,” a full-length Washington
by Vanderlyn, now in the Hall of
the House, with the quaint old Bru-
midl fresco, “Washington's Head-
quarters at Yorktown,” signed
“Brumidl, an American oitizen.”

“The Apotheosis of Washington,™
ralsed to be a god,
Brumidl's allegorical celling decora-
tion In the dome. Almost numberiess
are the portraits, busts, and statues
of Presidents scattered everywhere
here, z
LINCOLN FAVORITE SUBJECT,
Lincoln is a favorite subject, also,
from Vinnle Ream Hoxle's life-size
marble statue to Qutzon Borglum’'s
recent herolo head,

Very Interesting Is James Farle
Fraser's marble portralt bust of
Roosavelt, modeled in 1910 In the
KEast Room & ing Cabinst seasions
of the first them, and now In the
Senate corride . The colonel la por-
trayed with his saunest llough Rider
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expression, The
sculptor at first de-
picted him in the
open blouss, but the
informality of this
garb so shocked the
Benate Committee
who had the matter
in hand, that they
requested the ar
tist to exchange it
for a “Prince Al
bert,” which was
obligingly done, se
Roosevelt appears
now at the Capitol
in a trim frock
coat.

Fraser, who waas
a student of Bt
A Gaudens, made the
design for the &
ocent place with the

,’ ,CVM“E buffalo and the
ILLEON Indlan warrlior's
FEME head, and he also
designed the *“Vio-

tory Medal.” Im-

mediatsly follow-

7/3 ing Colonel Roose-
q veit's . death, Fra-
ser was permitted

D to make a .plaster
death mask. Mr.
Fraser 1is now a
member of the fine
Arts Cbmmiasion. One of his early
works was a statue of Thomas Jef-
ferson for the St. Louis Exposition.

The quaint old Greenough flgure
of Washington, which weathered so
many storms while exposed In the
grounds of the Capitol, has now
found sanotuary in the chapel of the
old Bmithsonian bullding. This work
is a veritable treasure, the only
thing of its kind, presenting tha
Father of His Country slightly nude,
in & garb of & Roman =enator,

It is a colossal work and was made
in Italy, and intended by the artist
to be placed in the rotunda of the
Capitol as a tomb for Washington's
remaine. He never dremmed It
would stand out of doors, or become
a subject of jest, as it unfortunately
did, and his last years were deeply
saddened by the neglect of what he
had intended to be his life work,

This statue, ordered in 1832, wans
completed in 1840, at a cost of $45,-
000, of which Horatilo Grésnough re-
celved $34,000. It is of Carrara
marble. The motto on it is Richard
Henry Lee's eulogy: “First In War,
First in Peaocs, and First in the
Heartas of His Countrymen.”™

One of the sandaled feet has a toe
replaced, the original being perhape
the prey of American vandal relio
hunters.

In the ald Natlonal Museum
bullding we shall find rumerous
portralta of Presidents, busts and
casta of Lincoln, & death mask of
MoKinley and an sxtended saries
of engravings. But step with me
into the office of the curator, Thee
dore T. Belots, and you shall sees
A startlingly unmistakable human
portrait of President Tyler, for the
office clerk here, Miss Ber‘ha
Tyler, who la a greatgrandniece o
the former President, Is hia speak-
ing Ukeness, and also from Rich:

mond, Va., his home. y

In the new Natlonal Museum
bullding, ecross the Mall, may be
found ecight different

at least, with & variety of

of
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